Reiss, David

From: Margret Evans <margret3726@midco.net>
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 1:.06 PM

To: Reiss, David

Subject: Inquiry from SDBGN website

Just want to add to this weird renaming of everything because somebody is insulted. We all get insulted at
times but don’t require remedies, we just deal with it. Life is not fair.

Giving Harney Peak a different name does not change the past. You can not change the past. You might print a
different “past” in school books, it does not change it.

Can we just leave well enough alone and move on.

Margret Evans



Reiss, David

From: Lawrence Diggs <me@Idiggs.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 6:49 PM

To: Reiss, David

Subject: Nomination for geographic place name

David, | would like to nominate Patricia A. Locke for a place name. She is largely unknown here though she has been
elected to the National Women's Hall of Fame. Her contribution to South Dakota and the country needs
commemoration in something like a mountain or some other prominent geographic location.

Patricia Locke, Tawacin WasteWin, she of good consciousness ,Aicompassionate woman, was born in Idaho, a Standing
Rock Sioux-Hunkpapa Lakota, and Mississippi Band of White Earth Chippewa. She received her college education at the
University of California at Los Angeles and became a world-renowned educator, making her home at the Standing Rock
Lakota Reservation in South Dakota.

During her more than 40 years as an educator, Native American languages and culture were suppressed by official
schools that served indigenous peoples. She worked tirelessly to change that situation, becoming a preserver of the
languages, cultures and spiritual traditions of Native Americans and other indigenous peoples. Serving as an instructor,
curriculum designer and executive of the International Native Languages Institute, she influenced changes in Federal
law, helped organize 17 tribally run Lakota colleges and was recognized for her creative and indefatigable efforts by
being awarded a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship in 1991. She served as President of the National Indian Education
Association, as Chair of the American Indian Advisory Committee of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission,
wrote a regular column for the Lakota Times, “Unlocking Education,” wrote or contributed to more than two dozen
published articles, and served as a member of many advisory boards of organizations dedicated to social justice, human
rights and environmental issues.

Patricia Locke developed policies, procedures and education codes for Indian communities in several regions of the
country. She co-chaired the United States Department of Interior Task Force on Indian Education Policy and helped
develop a Bureau of Indian Affairs Mission Statement and policies that were written into statute.

She was an active advocate for the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, which guaranteed Native Americans
the right to freely practice their spiritual traditions, and was a strong voice for tribal independence in deciding how and
what Native American children should study. She became instrumental in starting Native American run colleges and
developing educational curricula on reservations across the country.

She taught and lectured at UCLA, San Francisco State University, Alaska Methodist University, the University of Colorado,
and the University of Southern Maine. She was active internationally at the World Assembly of First Nations in Canada
(1982}, Chair of the Indigenous Women's Caucus at Beijing (1995), and among the speakers at the Parliament of World
Religions, Cape Town, South Africa (1999). Late in her life, Patricia Locke accepted the Baha”i faith and became the first
Native American woman to be elected to an office of the National Spiritual Assembly (1993).

Let me know what you think.

Lawrence Diggs
Professional Presenter
605 486 4536

me@Idiggs.com



Reiss, David

From: robinjcox48@yahoo.com

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 6:51 PM
To: Reiss, David

Subject: Harney Peak name change

| did send my opinion, but not sure if this was the address. | am not in favor of changing the name of Harney Peak. There
are so many names in this area that will be challenged. Why do we need to do this on the whim of a minority of people?
The Black Hills is an awesome place to live in and to visit. We don’t need to change names, maps, signage, visitors
information, etc.

Robin Cox



Reiss, David

From: Irose77783@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 10:29 PM
To: Reiss, David

Subject: Harney Peak name change

Hi,

| am Linda Rose from Rapid City, SD. and | wanted to write in on the name change for
Harney Peak. If, and | do mean IF the name is going to be changed, | feel you should
consider the name UNITY PEAK, because it would make us all go forward in the same
direction as one race...the Human race, and | feel we need to start thinking in this
direction. Our country is being torn apart because we haven't been encouraged to think
this way. Thanks for listening!

Linda



4/10/2015 Renaming Harney Peak - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

Thomas Anthony Penna <tompenna@hotmail.com> Apr 8 (2 days ago)
to david.reiss, me

This email is in support of changing the name "Hamey Peak" to "Black Elk Peak."
Black Elk Peak aligns more with the sacred qualities of the land. The story behind Black Elk Peak inspires reverence of life an

nature. The name Hamey connects to an era in our history when treaties were broken and indigenous peoples were displaced.

Mitakuye Oyasin

Tom Penna

HAY 2 6 2015
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4/10/2015 Renaming Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

Jk Canepa <jk.nycag@gmail.com> Apr 8 (2 days ago)
to david.reiss, me

To: Mr. David Reiss
South Dakota Board on Graphic Names
Department of Tribal Relations
302 East Dakota
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Reiss:
| urge you to take the opportunity to redress a matter of cultural importance and
rename Hamey Peak to Black Elk Peak. This would honor those who rightfully deserve the privilege of naming a place that their

ancestors lived in for so many generations. long before the Europeans came and claimed their rights to the land of others.

Thank you in advance for your attention.

MAY 2 6 2015
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4110/2015 Harney Peak Name Change - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

Dawn Summers <gummerdawn28@gmail.com> 5:27 AM (5 hours ago)
to me

To whom it may concem,
| am writing in support of changing the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak.

The Black Hills have long been held sacred in the hearts of the Lakota Nation. For decades upon decades, we, the newcomers in
this land, have imposed our interests on this land. 1t is time for us to make this one small step of honoring the indigenous people
of this land by changing the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

HAY 2 6 20%
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4/9/2015 Renaming Harney Peak - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

Margaret Thalhuber <nowandthendesign@gmail.com> 8:02 AM (14 hours ago)
to david.reiss, me

Dear Mr. Reiss:

| support Basil Brave Heart, the Hamey family and the community in their request to rename Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. It is
the responsible and honorable decision to make reflecting the truthful history and importance of this sacred peak to the native
people. | urge the decision makers to do the right thing in this regard.

HAY 2 6 20
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This letter was sent to David Reiss. MAY 2 6 2815

Dear Mr. Reiss,

Recently I have heard of an initiative that has been put forth by a Lakota elder by the name of Basil Braveheart
regarding the changing of the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak.

What a wonderful idea this is. As a Mohawk I can not help but feel what an amazing gesture this would be, not
just for the Lakota people, but for all the native nations of this land. For gencrations this peak has carried the
name of a man who is well documented for having committed horrific genocidal atrocities against the peoples of the
plains. It has been a constant reminder to them of these acts conspicuously glorified at the highest point of their
most sacred Black Hills.

It has been an insult to injury for far to long.

What better way to heal the wounds of the past that still affect the first peoples of this nation and allow future
generations of both natives and non natives alike to cultivate a mutual respecet, understanding, and acceptance of
one another, In light of the recent events that occurred at a Rapid City Rush hockey game involving the racially
motivated attack against Native school children, now is the perfect time for such a noble gesture.

1 hope that you will consider in earnest this initiative that will be a wonderful example of compassion and

reconciliation for all of our posterity.

Sincerely,

Philicia Robles

Thanks,



4/9/2015 Black Elk Peak - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

I am writing in support of changing the name of Haney Peak to Black Elk Peak.
Please lend your voice to this beautiful and sacred message.

"| was standing on the highest mountain of them all, and round about beneath me was the whole hoop of the world.
And while | stood there | saw more than | can tell and | understood more than | saw; for | was seeing in a sacred
manner the shapes of all things in the spirit, and the shape of all shapes as they must live together like one being.”

Black Elk described his Great Vision on Okawita Paha (Hamey Peak)
Thank you for listening and blessings.
Sherrie Whitehead HAY . 9 lmﬁ

CFCC Dept. Of Humanities and Fine Arts
Wilmington,
North Carolina
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4/9/2015 Black Elk Peak - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

Dear Mr. Reiss,

We want to voice our complete support of renaming Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. This renaming is very
important to us. We view it as the right thing to do and is long overdue.

Respectfully,

Rita and Bruce Patchin
195 Casa Palmero Way
Mesquite, NV 89027

MAY 28 201
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4/9/2015 Fwd: SUPPORT - change the name of Harney Peak to BLACK ELK PEAK! - highs777@gmail.com - Gmail

| am writing you to express my support for changing the name of Hamey Peak to Black Elk Peak. As you are aware,
this initiative is led by Basil Brave Heart of Pine Ridge, SD.

| was extremely troubled when | learned about Colonel Harney's role in the Blue Water Creek Massacre in September
1855, and other actions he took while serving in the U.S. Army. As a frequent visitor to South Dakota | find it highly
offensive that this peak, located in the heart of one of the most beautiful state parks | have ever visited, should
continue to be named after such an individual.

The fact that this peak was known to the Lakota as Hinhan Kaga Paha and played an important role in their spirituality,

and that it is also the location where the Lakota holy man Black Elk received his vision, makes the current name even
more offensive.

It is time that the South Dakota state government do the right thing and change the name to Black Elk Peak. In the
face of all the injustices that have been done to the Lakota people throughout this country's history, this is a small but
important step that the state can make to help right past wrongs, promote better understanding of the state’s history,
and improve relations with its Native American inhabitants.

This name change is really a very small thing to ask, but the symbalic significance is tremendous to the Lakota people.

It is also extremely important to visitors to South Dakota like me. In fact, should the name not be changed to Black
Elk Peak | would have to wonder why a state that is so eager to attract my tourism dollars would be unwilling to do
what is clearly — clearly - the right thing in this situation.

Thank you!

HAY 2 6 2015
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EILEEN SOLON
227 E. Dakota St., Apt. 3
Spearfish, SD 57783

May 22, 2015

State Board of Geographic Names
302 E. Dakota

Pierre, SD 57501 MAY 2 6 2015

Dear Board Members:

Harney Peak is just fine the way it is. Since
the Shannon County victory, give the Indians
an inch and the want a mile and a half, the
height of Harney Peak.

So, Harney killed some Indians. How Many set-
lers did they kill during the homestead )
days. How about their own tribal days when e

they killed each other?

Ifthey win this round of name change, theyll
want to change the Black Hills to PA HA SAPA
Wait and see!

Sincerely, 0
é Llea %/"Jﬂ”{/")’w

Eileen Solon




SD EForm - 2393 VA HAY 2 6 201

Propose New Name
or Name Change of

&Board en Geegraphic Vames Geographic Feature
{7/ &

The South Dakota Board on Geographic Names (SDBGN) is a state commission created in 2009 by SDCL Chapter 1-19C. The
SDBGN has adopted a Public Involvement Process which seeks public comment on the existing historic name and offering
recommendations and justification for the new name as well as names for unnamed geographic features. The SDBGN follows the
United States Board on Geographic Names’ principles, policies, and procedures. For further information visit
hitp://geonames.usgs.qov/domestic/policies.htm. Any proposed name changes for municipalities, counties or other political
subdivisions of the State of South Dakota should be sent directly to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names for consideration.

Proposed Name: Hinhan Kaga Paha

Action Requested:
[IName an unnamed feature
[¥]Change name of existing feature

Reason for requesting name change or proposing a name for unnamed

feature:

| am writing as a friend of Basil Braveheart of the Oglala Nation. | support the name change
from Harney Peak to Hinhan Kaga Paha(or equivalent translation). | believe the historical
information put forth by Basil Braveheart is strong and convincing evidence that the change
should be effected. | believe that for the name to stay Harney Peak is a derogatory term as put
forth in your guidelines. To change the name would be a healing and solemn gesture to those
who lost their lives at this site as well as to those who speak for them now.

Type of Geographic Feature: |Peak

Location of Feature (County/Geographic Coordinates):
Pennington County in the Black Hills National Forest

Descriptive Information of the geographic feature:

Sacred Lakota site where extreme violence took place.

Proposing Name or Name Change
Updated — December 16, 2014
Page 1 of 2



Meaning or Significance of the proposed name:
To return the site to its sacred status of its original name.

Intended to Commemorate/Honor an Individual Y O N ®
If yes, who?

Are you representing an organization/public entity or acting as an
individual? If representing an organization or public entity, please identify
the organization and your role.

Acting as an individual.

Please provide any letters of support for the new name and list any public
entities or organizations that have indicated support for the new name
below:

na

)
Submitted by: (
Name: Dennis McKinney Qvum; l/ Wl ‘%ﬂ‘,

Title (if representing organization or puﬁlic eﬁﬁty): /
Organization or Public Entity (if applicable):
Mailing Address: 1600 Broadway St NE Minneapolis MN 55413

Telephone: (612) 490-6508
Email Address: ymckinney@cipmn.org

If the recommended name is adopted by the SDBGN, additional information may be needed to support
the recommendation to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.

Submit form to:
SD Board on Geographic Names
Dept. of Tribal Relations Email: david.reiss@state.sd.us
302 East Dakota FAX: 605-773-6592
Pierre, SD 57501

Website: http://www.sdbgn.sd.qov/

Proposing Name or Name Change
Updated — December 16, 2014
Page 2 of 2
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MAY Z 6 2015

David Reiss, Director of Intergovernmental Programs
South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations

302 E Dakota Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Please leave the name Harney Peak, remain Harney Peak.
The Sioux Indian Tribe was not the first ones in the Black
Hills. They took it from another Tribe of Indians. The PC
stuff has to stop!

Thanks ,

Paul Evans
22345 W Nike Rd.
Rapid City, SD 57701



SD EForm - 2393 V1 HAY 26 2015

Propose New Name
or Name Change of

KBeard en Cfecgraphiic Vames  Geographic Feature

The South Dakota Board on Geographic Names (SDBGN) is a state commission created in 2009 by SDCL Chapter 1-19C. The
SDBGN has adopted a Public Involvement Process which seeks public comment on the existing historic name and offering
recommendations and justification for the new name as well as names for unnamed geographic features. The SDBGN follows the
United States Board on Geographic Names' principles, policies, and procedures. For further information visit
hitp://geonames.usgs.qov/domestic/policies.htm. Any proposed name changes for municipalities, counties or other political
subdivisions of the State of South Dakota should be sent directly to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names for consideration.

Proposed Name: Hinhan Kaga Paha

Action Requested:
[1Name an unnamed feature
[v]Change name of existing feature

Reason for requesting name change or proposing a name for unnamed

feature:

| propose changing the name of Harney Peak to the Lakota name of Hinhan Kaga Paha due to
several reasons:

1. The injustices that Col. Harney did to the Lakota people

2. The sacredness of that peak to the Lakota people

3. To aid in the healing of the Lakota people.

Type of Geographic Feature: [Peak/Hill

Location of Feature (County/Geographic Coordinates):
Pennington county

Descriptive Information of the geographic feature:

o the Lakota people a sacred place for worship and ceremoney.

Proposing Name or Name Change
Updated ~ December 16, 2014
Page 1 of 2



Meaning or Significance of the proposed name:
Translated: The hill of making the owls.

Intended to Commemorate/Honor an Individual Y O N ®
If yes, who?

Are you representing an organization/public entity or acting as an
individual? If representing an organization or public entity, please identify
the organization and your role.

Individual

Please provide any letters of support for the new name and list any public
entities or organizations that have indicated support for the new name
below:

Submitted by:
Name: Dennis L. Ostrander D.V.M.

Title (if representing organization or public entity):

Organization or Public Entity (if applicable):
Mailing Address: 17019 May Ave. Marine on St. Croix,Mn. 55047

Telephone: (651) 442-5790
Email Address: gostrander@qwestoffice.net

If the recommended name is adopted by the SDBGN, additional information may be needed fo support
the recommendation to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.

Submit form to:
SD Board on Geographic Names
Dept. of Tribal Relations Email: david.reiss@state.sd.us
302 East Dakota FAX: 605-773-6592
Pierre, SD 57501

Website: http://www.sdbgn.sd.gov/

Proposing Name or Name Change
Updated — December 16, 2014
Page 2 of 2



Reiss, David

From: Allen Scott <alscott@gwtc.net>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 8:42 AM
To: Reiss, David

Subject: Barney peak name change

Dear Mr. Reiss:

| do not agree with the name change for Harney Peak. If we start changing the names of places where will it stop? Should we
change the name of Pierre because it was named after explorers that opened the area for future exploitation by european
born people that forced native americans off their land? How about LaFrambois island? Or many others? Where does this
kind of political correctness end? Leave it alone!

Thank you, Allen Scott.



